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Isaiah graduated from Seton Catholic in 2019 and 
Western Dubuque High School (WD) in 2023. He 
earned honor roll every trimester at WD, while  
staying active in sports and extracurricular         
activities.   
Isaiah participated in cross country (three year   
letter winner, district champion, placed 3

rd
 at state, 

all state academic, first team all-conference), track 
(two year letter winner, twice state qualifier for 
1600 & 3200, 4

th
 fastest time record in 3200 at 

WD), speech contest and quiz bowl.   
He was recognized by the National Merit         
Scholarship Corporation for his exceptional        
academic promise, demonstrated by his              
outstanding performance on the 2021                 
preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship       
qualifying test PSAT/ NMSQT. Recognized       
students were in the top 50,000 of the 1.5 million 
students who entered the competition.   
Outside of the classroom, Isaiah was a qualifier 
for the National Holstein Convention in quiz bowl/
jeopardy and he is a lector at his parish.  
Isaiah is currently attending Wartburg College,   
majoring in economics and participates in cross 
country and track. 
 
 
“Through Seton, I was able to build a reliable    
support group which has pushed me through my 
athletic and academic journeys. Furthermore, my 
faith in Christ has brought me hope in my       
everyday trials and has allowed me to persevere 
through times where I fell short of my goals. My 
belief in His redeeming qualities 
has allowed me to redefine my-
self from a lazy individual into 
one who has known the strug-
gles as well as joys that come 
with hard work.” - Isaiah 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT—Isaiah Hammerand 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL—Clayton Ellsworth 

The year commenced with fervor, and the Seton Catholic staff seized the opportunity to make the most of our 
brief initial week of school. During this time, our students and faculty delighted in reconnecting with peers, 
reestablishing dedicated mindsets, and embracing academic routines, concluding each day with both perspiring 
brows and exuberant smiles. 
 
As we step into the second week of school, our students will delve deeper into their daily and weekly rhythms. 
While nurturing relationships remains a central theme throughout the year, the pursuit of academic excellence 
and rigor will progressively take center stage. We persist in advocating for nightly reading across all grade levels, 
including letter sounds for kindergarteners and engrossing chapter books for upper elementary and middle 
school students. 
 
Simultaneously, the second week marks the commencement of diverse forms of professional development and 
collaborative efforts among the staff. Every Wednesday, our team will convene for focused sessions addressing 
school-wide concerns such as aligning with curriculum standards and fostering a culture of continual learning. 
Furthermore, administrators will gather weekly with specific grade levels, aiming to address unique grade-level 
requisites as well as individual student challenges and accomplishments. 
 
Lastly, as we navigate the early stages of the year, our quest to infuse every facet of our school day with a sense 
of the divine continues. We will unite as the entire Seton community through a school-wide mass, embodying a 
collective spiritual beginning. Our younger students will be introduced to the fundamental tenets of our faith, 
grasping the depth of Jesus' fervent care for them, while our older students will unravel the intricate tapestry of 
God's purpose and design in their individual lives. 
 
As we embark on this journey through the academic year, we stand at the crossroads of growth, learning, and 
spiritual discovery. With our unwavering commitment to nurturing both minds and souls, Seton Catholic remains 
dedicated to fostering an environment where each student's potential flourishes, relationships deepen, and the 
presence of God permeates every aspect of our shared experience. Together, as a united community of learners 
and believers, we eagerly anticipate the enriching chapters that lie ahead on this transformative path.  

Educational Savings Accounts (ESA's) had a 

tremendous impact for our Seton families this 

year. Sixty families, with a total of 99           

students, received an ESA for their 

child(ren) this academic year. In two 

years, all families will be eligible for 

an ESA. 
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