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Upcoming Events
Thursday, May 5 - Middle School Musical
Friday, May 6 - Seton Color Run
Wednesday, May 18 - Great Give Day
Graduation Mass - evening before last
day of school. TBD.

Message from the Principal

The school year, much like this Lenten season, tends to
be a time of prolonged work and routine. It can be
mundane at times, but there are many “little Easters”
throughout. Every week we ask students to put in a little
more; a little more time reading, a little more time writing,
a little more time practicing math facts, or more word
problems, and always a little more prayer.
Sometimes this mundane feeling gets discouraging. We
don’t see a lot of growth at the time, but we see it when
we look back. I am so amazed when I look back at our
students' fall test scores and compare them to today. We
truly impact our students and help them on their journey.
Another piece of encouragement that I find is when I look
to the future of Seton Catholic. The world is changing
faster and faster and our job at Seton is to prepare
students for that ever changing world. We are focusing
on the skills that are needed to adapt: grit, perseverance,
growth mindset, love and faith. As our enrollment
continues to grow, so will our skills!
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Classroom Highlight - Mrs. Neiers, 6th grade language arts

The transition to middle school has been a success for the sixth graders!
They have grown as individuals-spiritually, academically, and sociallyover the past eight months. They have dug deeper into their faith by
participating at mass, creating Faith Boxes, learning about the Corporal
Works of Mercy, setting Lenten goals, and participating in service
projects. The students are currently practicing for a prayerful
dramatization mime of the Passion of Jesus Christ.
In language arts specifically, the students have been studying word parts
(prefixes, suffixes) in order to help them uncover the meaning of words to
advance their reading fluency. In addition, they have been participating
in a book study that is centered on World War II. This book study provides
the students with an opportunity to reflect on the author’s writing and
work to understand how each sentence adds to the overall theme of the
novel. We often answer the question of: “Why did the author add this
specific detail and how does it add to the message of the novel?” The
students also use this reading strategy in their writing. Early in the school
year, the students wrote a Literary Essay on a Character, which required
them to reflect on a character’s actions, identify three character traits for
that character, and compose a formal paper using textual evidence to
support their thinking.
Something that I focus heavily on with the students is how to be a
positive, resilient, and empathetic leader. Many of our “Voices” lessons
provide the students with the opportunity to learn various leadership
skills. From there, they can choose to participate in numerous leadership
opportunities, such as: Student Council, Speech, Mock Trial, and reading
at mass. At the entrance of the middle school building are the words “At
Seton, we are a community of leaders.” My goal each day is to not only
provide the students with the knowledge that they need, but to give them
the skills to lead in all that they do so that they can truly be the hands
and feet of Christ.

Celebrate mass with us on
Tuesdays at 8:45 AM in the
Peosta gym and on
Wednesdays at 8:45 AM at
St. Joseph Church, Farley.

Almuni Spotlight

Jackson Bennett graduated from Seton Catholic in 2013 and Beckman
Catholic High School in 2017. While in high school Jackson played
baseball (all conference, all state; won state title in 2016 – four years),
basketball (all conference – four year letter winner), football (two years)
and track (broke school record for high jump).
After graduation, he attended Kirkwood Community College where he
played baseball and received his associates degree. Jackson then
transferred to Michigan State for one year to play baseball and he
currently attends Mt. Mercy University, where he participates in journalism
club, and he will graduate with a bachelor’s degree in communication.
Playing sports has been a big part of Jackson’s life and it
has taught him resilience, leadership, and patience. He
demonstrates these skills in his academics as well as his
professional life by coaching youth sports. Jackson enjoys
using his gifts to help others. #SetonStrives

Mission
Seton Catholic School, a
Preschool through Eighth
grade educational ministry of
the St. Elizabeth Pastorate,
provides a Christ-centered
education to assist families in
cultivating spiritual growth,
academic excellence, and
emotional development; to
form the next generation of
disciples to teach, witness,
and share the gospel.

